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At Lauriston School we follow our own Blossom Phonics 

scheme which is based on the principles and progression of 

Letters and Sounds. We use a range of resources and 

strategies to tailor the phonics provision to meet the needs 

of our pupils.



Daily 
phonics 
lessons 

DSR 

Daily Supported 

Reading



Early Reading: PHONICS 

• https://www.lauriston.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/phonics 

At Blossom Federation we have devised our own phonics programme 
based upon the principles of Letters and Sounds. 

It aims to build children's speaking and listening skills in their own right 
as well as to prepare children for learning to read by developing their 
phonic knowledge and skills. 

1. Phonic Knowledge = The sounds that letters and combination of 
letters make 

2. Phonic Skills = Blending and Segmenting

https://www.lauriston.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/phonics


Structure of a  
phonics lesson

•Phonics is taught daily

•Children split into groups 

  across Year 1   

•20 minute lesson 

•Each session follows the 

  same structure

• Interventions & revision 

  sessions

•Study start  

Revisit & 
Review

Teach

Practise

Apply



Key Vocabulary

• Phoneme – single unit of sound
•Grapheme – how the sound is written down
• Blending – putting sounds together to make a word - 

reading
• Segmenting – splitting words up into sounds -writing
•Digraph – 2 letters that make 1 sound e.g. sh, ai, or
• Trigraph- 3 letters that make 1 sound e.g. igh
• Split Digraph – sound is split by another letter 
 e.g. a-e in the word cake
• Tricky word – words that can not be sounded out e.g. the, 

I
•Alien word – a nonsense word e.g. pronk



Phonics Overview 

•Phase 1: Nursery onwards

•Phase 2: Reception

•Phase 3: Reception

•Phase 4: Reception/Year 1

•Phase 5: Year 1

•Phase 6: Year 2



Picture, action and 

rhyme for 

each sound

Blossom Phonics 
Phase 2 & 3



Blossom Phonics 
Phase 3 – Digraphs & Trigraphs



•Consolidate Phase 3 sounds

•CVCC/CCVC words

•Clusters and blends

•Words with more than 1 syllable 

Blossom Phonics 
Phase 4

thumpclap

lunchbox

frog spoilt



Blossom Phonics 
Phase 5



Blossom Phonics 
Phase 5 continued

Make a 
cake

Steve and 
Pete

Nice 
Smile

Phone 
Home

Huge 
Brute



Blossom Phonics 
Phonics videos 

https://www.youtube.com/@blossomphonics

https://www.youtube.com/@blossomphonics


Building words from phonemes to read.

cheep
light

Blending



Sound buttons



Segmenting

• Segmenting sounds in words for writing 

• Phonic fingers

• Letter formation rhymes  



How can you help at home

https://www.youtube.com/@blossomphonics
www.phonicsplay.co.uk

 

• Reading your child’s phonics books with them

• Blossom phonics videos

• Google classroom phonics activities 

• Blending practice 

https://www.youtube.com/@blossomphonics
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Daily Support Reading







Decodable phonics books



Decodable phonics books



Decodable phonics books



Levelled books 



Reading records



Reading records

The Biggest 
fish. 13.10.22

Layla read fluenty. Found 
‘house’ tricky. Could explain 
how characters felt. 

The playground. 
15.10.22

Re-read story to help practise reading 
harder words. Found it easier the second 
time. 

The playground. 
16.10.22

Found this more challenging. Needed 
support blending more words. 
Understood the story once we re-read it. 



- Make it fun and engaging 

- Aim to do little but often 

- Encourage them to blend new/tricky 

words. E.g. c-r-a-sh. Use your finger to 

point to each sound as you blend. 

Model this if they need encouragement.

Top Tips for reading together at home



Top Tips for reading together at home

- Help them work out words that cant be 

blended by using pictures and the other 

words in the sentence. 

- Take turns to read. You read the 

beginning or alternate pages. 

- Read a range of books – poetry, non-

fiction, graphic novels, newspapers, 

books from different 

places/cultures/decades.



Top Tips for reading together at home

- Example questions:

What do you think is going to happen now?

What happened on this page?

Where does the story take place?

What do you think…looks like?

Why did … do that?

What would you do if…?

Which part of the book did you enjoy?



Top Tips for reading together at home

We cannot stress the importance of revisiting books 
that they’ve already read.  It helps develop fluency, 

understanding and word recognition. 

REPEATING BOOKS IS KEY



Your child is reciting the book rather than actually reading it or 
making the words up from memory. (Clever little things!) 

• Ask your child to slow down and point to each word with 
their “Magic Reading Finger” as they say it. This is called 1:1 
correspondence and is really important for accurate reading 
in the early years. 

• If they are struggling to do this themselves, point to each 
word one at a time for them. 

• Sometimes if a child is really insistent on reciting and just 
guessing what the words say by using the picture I would 
suggest covering the picture with a post it/ piece of paper. 

• A strip of paper revealing one word at a time really helps as 
well.

Possible hurdles along the way



Possible hurdles along the way

Your child is refusing to read / it’s like pulling teeth.

•  Make reading time part of your routine. 
• Earlier rather than before bed. 
• Cuddle up and get comfy – make sure your child knows 

this is their 1:1 time with you. 
• Loads and loads of praise! I can’t stress this enough.
• Stop after a while. Don’t let it become arduous. Short 

but sweet! 
• Help them, agree to read a page for them if they read a 

page (especially if tired)





Any questions

?
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